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Subtitle 5. -Honey Bees

§ 5-501. Definitions.

(a)

(b).

(©)
@
(e)
®

(2)
(h)

o

o
(k)

In general —- In this sub‘aﬂe the following words have the meanings
indicated. :

- Abandoned apiary. - ”Abandoned apmxy means an apiary where a

beekeeper fails to maintain a colony.

Apiary. -—-"Apiary" means a place where one or more e bee colonies may be
maintained. ' '
Appliance, - "Apphance“ means any device used in handlmg bees hives,
honey, or wax. .

Bee. - "Bee" means the common honey bee, Apls mellifera, at any stage
of development. - A

Bee equipment. —"Bee equipment” means any part of a hive, including
any frame, hive-body, or super.

Colony. --- “Colony means a hive that contains bccs comb and honey.
Disease. - "Disease" means an abnormal condition resulting from action
by a parasite, predator, or infectious agent. '
Hive. --- "Hive" means a container for housing bees.

Honey house. — "Honey house™ means a structure where honey 1 15
extracted and processed for sale. e

Packaged bee, - ”Packagcd bee" means any bee slnpped ina combless
package. - :

Editor’s nofe. — C‘bapter 387. Acts 1980. 8§ 5-5011%05 507 and enacted prescnt effective Tuly 1,
1980 rcpeaicd formcr §& 5-501 to 5-507 i lieu thercof

§ 5-502. 1 uspection of apiaries; investigations; information tc proniote

~industrysrecords.— :

‘The Secretary shall:

' (1) Inspect apiaries and honey houses:

(2) Conduct investigations:

" (3) Disseminate informaton to promote the beckeepmg industry; and

(4) Keep records of any work performed in cmng out the provisions of
' thls subtitle. (1980. ¢h.387. )

§ 5-503. Regftstration.

(a) Annual registration. - (1)A beekeeper shall register annually with the Department

each colony that if maintains, as provided in ﬂns subsection.



(2) On or before Famuary 1 of each year, the beekeeper shall complete
and submit to the Department a registration form on which the
beckeeper shall state the mirnber of colonies he maintains and the

SN location of each colony. -
" (3  TheDepartment shall adopt a form which shall be used fo comply
' with the registration requirements of this subsection. )
(b) Registration upon acquiring colony. --- Any person who is not registered. as a
beckeeper under this section and who acquires a colony shall register it
with the Departent within 30 days after the acquisition. (1980. ch. 387 2

§ 5-504. Diseased colonies or equipment,

.(a) Possession prohibifed. — Except as pmvide& in this section, a person may mot keep a
colony or pessess bee equipment that is infected with an infectious bee disease.
(b) Notice to Department. - Bach beckeeper with an infected colony shall notify the

Department. - B
(c) Distribution. - A beekeeper may not sell, barter, or give to any person any infected
colony, bee equipment, or appliance unless it is treated in a manner that the
Department approves. - . o ‘
(@) Quarantine: reatment: destruction. - (1) The Department may do any of the
following: . : . - :
() . After sending to the beekeepr a written notice of
: quarantine, ‘quarantine any apiary containing an infected
' ‘colony or bee equipment; oo
(i)  Order treatment of an infectéd colony or bee equiprient;
and . ' ; .
_ (1) Order destruction of an infected colony or bee equipment.
) A quarantine shall remain in effect until the Department issues a
written release of the quarantine.
(3) The Department shall instruct the beekeeper on any treatment or
- destruction that is ordered under this section. (1980. ch. 387.)

§ 5-505. Colonies or used equipment shipped or transported into State.

() Regquired documents. —- A person may not ship or transport info this State any colony
or used bee equipment that is not accornpanied By the following '
documents: ' L
(1) Anentry permit, issued by the Department; and
(2) A valid inspection certificate tha: o

() has been issued by an authotized apiary inspector of the
state or origin;



(i)  based on an inspection by that inspector within A TIME
PERIOD AS DETERMINED BY THE DEFARTMENT
stating that the colony or Equipment is diseasé free.

(b) Request for entry permit. - Before a person may ship or transport info this State any
colony or used bee equipment, the person shall request an entry permit by
submitting to the Department:

(1) Aninspection certificate from the state of origin;..

(2) The name, address, and state of residence of the shipper;

' (3) _The person fo whom and destination to which the colony or bee equipment is
" to be shipped; -

(4) The nvrnber of hives that contam bees;

(5) The type and quantity of bee equipment contained in the shipment;

(6) The date of the last official inspection of the apiary and bee equipment;

(7) 'The total number of colonies in the apiary inspected;

(8) The number of infected colonies, if any, that were found in the apiary on that
last inspection; and - .

(9) The number of these infected colonies that were desizoyed

(¢) Certain bees and’ used equipment or appliances from outside United States. —-

Without the prior written permission of the Department, a person may not |
transport info this State from outside of the United States a bee that
belongs to the genus Apis, used bee equipment, or 2 used applicance.

(d) Queen bees and packaged bees. --- A person may not ship or fransport info this State
any queen bee or packaged bee unless it is accompamed by a valid certificate
that:

(1) was issued by an author:zzed apiary mspector of the state or ongm,
and . -

(2) states that the bee is from a disease free colony.

(¢) Notice of shipment without documents. — A person who receives a delivery of a

- colony, or bee that was transported into this State without the documents
required under ‘ihzs subtitle, irmmediately shall give to the Department notice of
the delivery.

(1) Restriction of shipment without documem removal: destiiction. - {1} Any colony
or bee that is fransported into this State and that is not accompanied by the
documents required under this subfitle shall be restricted to an area that the
Department designates and may not be moved.

(2) The Department shall give the owner notice that unless the colony or bee is
removed from the State within 24 hours, it may be destroyed by the
Department at the expense of the owner.

(3) The Department may destroy, at the expense of the owner, any bee or colony
that is not removed from the State within 24 hours after notice is given under

i this subsection. .

(g) Immuniry of carrier from liability. — A. tmnsportatlon COIMPAany O COMmMOoT carrier

shall have the immuaity from liahality described under § 5-345 of the Courts and Judicial

Proceedmgs Arxticle. (1990, ch. 546 § 3. )



